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OKLAHOMA STATE 56, HOUSTON 37
STATISTICS WEST END ZONE OPENED
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Almost all of the new 15,000 seats the offer was too good to pass up. even what he envisioned years ago. matt.doyle@tulsaworld.com
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e Dynamic sophomores form 200 club
OKLAHOMA STATE BY MATT DOYLE Hunter was just as effective run-  The pair did not make it easy on
RUSHING No. Yds TD g World Sports Writer ning the ball. The running back set Houston’s defense. When you add
K Hunter » 20 2 58 his career-high with 210 yards rush- Hunter’s 18-yard reception, the two
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e s s it wrong calling a play for either Ken- “That’s great.” college experience each.

' dall Hunter or Dez Bryant. The two It was a great performance. The “They’re just learning the offense,”
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- - ] time in school history OSU had a ball off or throw a screen (pass) and men. Just think what they’ll be like
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catch. Bryant had 236 yards receiving.  passes for a career-high 236 yards Robinson said. “It definitely makes it Matt Doyle 581-8316
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JMosley 0-0 19 00 00 tham hurt his right leg late in the first  out 2006 because of the transfer,

James missed all of 2007 with a
knee injury.

quarter and walked off the field under
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his own power. But Chatham did not

Banged up: After getting through

P.Lavine 6 3 9 (0] 0 . > .

R Price 6 1 7 0 0 the season opener against Washing-  return to action the rest of the game. Personal records set: Kendall Hunt- Offense: A

ASexton 5 2 7 0 o0 ton State with no significant injuries, Back in the saddle: Sophomore wide er's 58-yard touchdown run in the

Q.Moore 4 2 6 0 O Oklahoma State was not as fortunate receiver Damian first quarter was the longest of his In spite of three first-half turnovers (each led

to a Houston score), the Cowboy offense had
699 total yards. OSU scored the most points in
a home opener since 1974. Wide receiver Dez
Bryant had nine catches for 236 yards and three
TDs. Running back Kendall Hunter had 210
rushing yards and two TDs.

career. Dez Bryant's 74-yard touch-
down reception from Zac Robinson
in the third quarter was his career
long. Robinson's throw to Bryant was
1yard shy of matching the longest
completion of his OSU career.

Davis started
Saturday's
game. Davis was
suspended for
the Washington
State game

in Saturday night's home opener
against Houston.

Lucien Antoine limped off the field
after the opening kickoff with a left
knee injury. OSU coach Mike Gundy
said after the game that Antoine

2008 SCHEDULE

Aug. 30: vs. Wash. St.
Sept. 6: Houston

W, 39-13
W, 56-37

Sept. 13: Missouri State 6 p.m. sustained a torn anterior cruciate liga- because of a Change of captains: OSU has

Sept. 27: Troy 6 p.m. ment and will be lost for the season. violation of team changed its method for select-

Oct. 4:Texas A&M TBA The loss of Antoine hurt particu- rules. ing captains this season. In Mike Defense: C

Oct. 11: at Missouri TBA larly on defense. The junior-college Welcomeback:  Gundy's first three seasons, the team Houston finished with nearly 500 total yards.
Oct. 18: Baylor TBA transfer starts in OSU's five defen- Houston reserve  chose one captain from each of the OSU occasionally pressured Cougar QB Case
Oct. 25:at Texas TBA sive back alignment. Senior T.J. Bell INJURED strong safety offensive, defensive and special Keenum (35-0f-61 passing for 387 yards) but
Nov. 1: lowa State TBA replaced Antoine in that defensive Artrell Woods: Stephen James teams units at the start of the sea- never sacked him.

Nov. 8:at TeXTS T(:‘jch TBA set for the Cowboys. Receiver left in was back where  son. This year, the Cowboys will have

Nov. 15: at Colorado TBA Antoine was not the only Cowboy i . his college career  different captains for each game. .

Nov. 29: Oklahoma TBA player to leave the game with an M started. James They will select permanent captains SPeC|a| teams: A-

For the second consecutive game, the
Cowboys scored on a return. Against Wash-
ington State a week earlier, Perrish Cox broke a
90-yard kickoff return. Against Houston, Dez
Bryant scored on a 71-yard punt return.

before the final regular season game
against Oklahoma.

Captains for Saturday's game were
Chatham, Hunter, Matt Fodge and
Taylor Sokolosky.

played his first
two collegiate seasons at OSU in 2004
and 2005. James started the first six
games at strong safety of OSU's 2005
season before he was sidelined the
remainder with a foot injury.
James transferred to Houston

injury.

Sophomore wide receiver Artrell
Woods suffered an undisclosed in-
jury to his left leg in the first quarter.
Woods was run into by running back
Kendall Hunter as the OSU back was
finishing a 23-yard run.

"It definitely makes it easy
on me."

Zac Robinson
On Dez Bryant and Kendall Hunter

By Matt Doyle, World sports writer By Bill Haisten, World sports writer

HOW THEY SCORED SECOND QUARTER

Houston 7 9 7 14— 37
osu 7 7 28 14 — 56
Attendance: 45,001.

FIRST QUARTER

OSU 7, Houston O

How: Kendall Hunter 58-yard run (Dan
Bailey kick), 13:22.

Drive: 80 yards in 3 plays, 1:38.

The key: Playing in a hurry-up mode,
the Cowboys quick-snapped the football
before the Houston defense seemed
ready for play, and Hunter popped the
longest run of his career.

Breakdown: On a big night for the
Cowboy program, Hunter electrifies the
crowd with a home-run play.

Houston 7, OSU 7

How: Bryce Beall 2-yard run (Ben Bell
kick), 5:36.

Drive: 80 yards in 10 plays, 3:54.

The key: Cougar QB Case Keenum
completed five passes for 62 yards, and

he had an 11-yard scramble to the OSU 19.

Breakdown: Houston capitalizes on
a Cowboy turnover. As OSU drives for a
potential 14-0 lead, Cougar cornerback
Brandon Brinkley intercepts a Zac Robin-
son pass in the end zone. Houston then
marches 80 yards for the tying TD.

Houston 10, OSU 7

How: Bell 27-yard field goal, 11:45.

Drive: 43 yards in 10 plays, 3:10.

The key: On third-and-7 from the 50,
Keenum scrambled for 16 yards. On third-
and-11 from the Cowboy 35, Keenum con-
nected with Patrick Edwards for 18 yards,
fumbled, and was recovered by Mark
Hafner at the OSU 17 for a first down.

Breakdown: A second OSU turnover
(a fumbled Robinson-Hunter exchange)
leads to the Cougar field goal. For the first
time this season, the Cowboys trail.

Houston 16, OSU 7

How: Mark Hafner 6-yard pass from
Case Keenum (kick failed), 5:41.

Drive: 10 yards in 2 plays, :40.

The key: Safety Ernest Miller's 71-yard
interception return gave the Cougars a
short-field possession.

Breakdown: Following each of three
Oklahoma State turnovers, Houston
capitalizes with a score.

Houston 16, OSU 14

How: Dez Bryant 39-yard pass from
Zac Robinson (Bailey kick), 1:19.

Drive: 80 yards in 8 plays, 4:18.

The key: Keith Toston had runs of 12
and 15 yards.

Breakdown: Their passing game is
erratic (two interceptions), but the Cow-
boys are averaging better than 7 yards
per rush attempt.

THIRD QUARTER

OSU 21, Houston 16

How: Keith Toston 28-yard run (Bailey
kick), 13:25.

Drive: 75 yards in 4 plays, 1:35.

The key: After collecting an option
pitch, Hunter bolted 35 yards.

Breakdown: Why even pass the
football? At this point in the game, the
Cowboys have rushed for 229 yards (9.5
per attempt).

OSU 28, Houston 16

How: Bryant 29-yard pass from Robin-
son (Bailey kick), 11:46.

Drive: 31 yards in 3 plays, 1:39.

The key: OSU defensive tackle Swan-
son Miller forced Andre Kohn to fumble,
and Cowboy linebacker Orie Lemon
recovered at the Houston 31.

Breakdown: Houston cornerback
Quinte Williams may have nightmares
about Dez Bryant. The big wideout has
beaten Williams on receptions of 41
yards, 39 yards (TD) and 29 yards (TD).

OSU 35, Houston 16

How: Bryant 74-yard pass from Robin-
son (Bailey kick), 8:47.

Drive: 86 yards in 3 plays, 1:13.

The key: Robinson rifled a quick throw
to Bryant, who made the catch at the line
of scrimmage and raced down the Cow-
boy sideline. The big play was made pos-
sible when OSU wideout Damian Davis
executed two blocks (one near the line of

scrimmage and one 10 yards downfield).

Breakdown: Bryant is dominating the
game. At the midway mark of the third
period, he has eight catches for 199 yards
and three TDs.

OSU 35, Houston 23

How: Tyron Carrier 9-yard pass from
Keenum (Bell kick), 6:03.

Drive: 90 yards in 8 plays, 2:44.

The key: Hafner's 21-yard reception
was followed by Beall's 16-yard catch.

Breakdown: With an apparent left-leg
injury, Swanson Miller is helped off the
field. He's the fourth OSU defender hurt
in the game.

OSU 42, Houston 23

How: Hunter 10-yard run (Bailey kick),
:40.

Drive: 82 yards in 10 plays, 5:23.

The key: On fourth-and-2 from the
Cougar 18, Toston gained 9 yards on an
option play.

Breakdown: Hunter now has 202 rush-
ing yards on 20 attempts, and OSU has
581 total yards.

FOURTH QUARTER

0OSU 42, Houston 30

How: L.J. Castile 7-yard pass from
Keenum (Bell kick), 12:20.

Drive: 87 yards in 11 plays, 3:20.

The key: A 21-yard reception by Hafner
carried the Cougars to the Cowboy 7.

Breakdown: Last week, OSU's defense

looked promising in Seattle. On Saturday
night, the defense looks more like the
2007 model.

OSU 49, Houston 30

How: Toston 5-yard run (Bailey kick),
8:02.

Drive: 62 yards in 9 plays, 4:18.

The key: Tight end Brandon Pettigrew's
19-yard reception gave OSU a first down
at the Houston 37.

Breakdown: \With touchdowns on six
consecutive possessions, the Cowboys
have begun to really cook.

0OSU 56, Houston 30

How: Bryant 71-yard punt return, 7:28.

The key: Perfect blocking results in
a middle-of-the-field seam, but Bryant
races to the west end zone.

Breakdown: With 236 receiving yards
to go with the 71-yard punt return, Bryant
is savoring one of the more dynamic indi-
vidual performances in school history.

OSU 56, Houston 37

How: Tyron Carrier 12-yard pass from
Keenum (Bell kick), 4:55.

Drive: 68 yards, 10 plays, 2:33.

The key: Tim Monroe's 21-yard recep-
tion results in a first down at the OSU 22.

Breakdown: Now with nearly 500
total yards, the Cougars are going to be a
formidable team in Conference USA.

By Bill Haisten, World sports writer



